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For most of his childhood, 17-year-old Michael Oher has 
been in foster care with different families, largely 
because of his mother's drug addiction. Every time he is 
placed in a new home, he runs away. The coach of 
Wingate Christian school, is asked to help enroll Michael. 
Impressed by Mike's size and athleticism, Cotton gets 
him admitted despite his abysmal academic record.
At his new school, Michael is befriended by a boy named 
Sean Jr. "SJ". SJ's mother Leigh Anne Toughy is a strong-
minded interior designer and the wife of wealthy 
businessman Sean Toughy. Leigh Anne notices Michael 
walking on the road, shivering in the cold; when she 
learns he intends to spend the night huddled outside the 
school gym, she offers him a place to sleep at her house. 
The next morning, when she sees Michael leaving, she 
asks him to spend the Thanksgiving holiday with her 
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family. Slowly, Michael becomes a member of the Tuohy 
family, even as Leigh Anne's rich friends wonder what she 
is doing. One even suggests that her teenage daughter is 
not safe around him, much to Leigh Anne's disgust.
When Leigh Anne seeks to become Michael's legal 
guardian, she learns he was separated from his drug-
addict mother when he was seven and that no one knows 
her whereabouts. She is also told that even though he 
scored low in almost every category in a career aptitude 
test, he is in the 98th percentile in "protective instincts".
After his grades improve, Michael is allowed to join the 
school football team. He has a shaky start due to his 
polite and gentle nature, yet after some encouragement 
by Leigh Anne to tap into his "protective instincts" and 
regard his teammates as he would members of his 
family, Michael dominates on the field. SJ sends out 
videos of the games to college coaches around the 
country. Leigh Anne discovers that to get an NCAA 
Division I scholarship, Michael needs a 2.5 GPA, so they 
hire a tutor, Miss Sue. Some of the teachers help out as 
well, and Michael ends up with a GPA of 2.52.
When coaches come to recruit Michael, Leigh Anne makes 
it clear that she prefers the University of Mississippi (Ole 
Miss) as both she and her husband are alumni. Miss Sue, 
another Ole Miss alumna, tells Michael (who dislikes 
horror films) that the FBI buries body parts under the 
University of Tennessee’s Neyland Stadium for research; 
Leigh Anne particularly loathes that school. Michael 
commits to Ole Miss.
Subsequently, Michael and the Tuohys become the 
subject of an NCAA investigation. The investigator tells 
Michael that the Tuohys and Miss Sue are fervent 



Mississippi Boosters, who are subject to special 
restrictions, and his high school coach got a job at Ole 
Miss after Michael chose the school. Michael confronts 
Leigh Anne, asking her if she only took him in so he 
would play football for her alma mater. Michael then goes 
to his birth mother's apartment in the projects. His old 
friends welcome him, but their leader makes crude 
remarks about Leigh Anne and her daughter. Michael 
becomes angry and in the ensuing fight subdues his 
former friends and then flees.
Leigh Anne searches for Michael. He finally calls her, and 
they meet. Leigh Anne tells him she will support any 
decision he makes. Michael satisfies the investigator by 
explaining that he chose Ole Miss because his whole 
family has gone there.
Later, Leigh Anne and her family take Michael to the Ole 
Miss campus to begin college. There is an emotional 
goodbye between Leigh Anne and Michael. In 2009 the 
NFL drafted Michael Oher to the Baltimore Ravens in the 
first round. Michael Oher's success in the NFL is a 
detailed success story of Christians standing out and 
being different.

Romans 12:1-2
Amplified Bible (AMP)

12 I appeal to you therefore, brethren, and beg of you 
in view of [all] the mercies of God, to make a decisive 
dedication of your bodies [presenting all your members 
and faculties] as a living sacrifice, holy (devoted, 
consecrated) and well pleasing to God, which is your 
reasonable (rational, intelligent) service and spiritual 
worship.



2 Do not be conformed to this world (this age), 
[fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial 
customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] 
renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new 
attitude], so that you may prove [for yourselves] what is 
the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, even the 
thing which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His 
sight for you].

We as Christians face attack on the mind and it is 
immense.

Mostly the attack comes from the media, but it also 
comes from those we are close to (our friends, family 
members, well intentioned work associates, books, 
magazines, the internet, news reports etc). This attack is 
almost always intended to take us away from God and 
His word.

The Toughy family today, face international recognition 
for their help and guardianship of Michael Oher because 
of their determination to stand in the face of ridicule and 
mockery.

Their son now is a popular figure with the NFL and also in 
social circles made even more popular by the film “The 
Blind side”, starring Sandra Bullock.

Interestingly, Academy Award winner Julia Roberts was 
originally offered Bullock's role, but turned it down. 
Sandra Bullock initially turned down the starring role 
three times due to discomfort with portraying a devout 
Christian. According to Bullock, she felt she couldn't 
objectively represent such a person's beliefs on screen. 



But after a visit with the real Leigh Anne Tuohy, Bullock 
was not only won over, but also took a pay cut and 
agreed to receive a percentage of the profits instead.
Bullock was acclaimed for her performance in the film, 
and as a result, she won the Academy Award for Best 
Actress in 2010.

How are we as Christians going to make it in these 
times?
The word conformed means to shape like another.

Romans 12:1-2
The Message (MSG)

Place Your Life Before God

12 1-2 So here’s what I want you to do, God helping 
you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, 
eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and 
place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God 
does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t 
become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into 
it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on 
God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily 
recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond 
to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you 
down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out 
of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.

I like this part of the verse:
Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit 
into it without even thinking.



The word transformed means to undergo a complete 
complete change.

Here is how the Phillips translation says it.

Romans 12:1-2
J.B. Phillips New Testament (PHILLIPS)

We have seen God’s mercy and wisdom: how 
shall we respond?

12 1-2 With eyes wide open to the mercies of God, I beg 
you, my brothers, as an act of intelligent worship, to give 
him your bodies, as a living sacrifice, consecrated to him 
and acceptable by him. Don’t let the world around you 
squeeze you into its own mould, but let God re-mould 
your minds from within, so that you may prove in 
practice that the plan of God for you is good, meets all 
his demands and moves towards the goal of true 
maturity.

Isaiah 26:3
Amplified Bible (AMP)
3 You will guard him and keep him in perfect and constant 
peace whose mind [both its inclination and its character] 
is stayed on You, because he commits himself to You, 
leans on You, and hopes confidently in You.

The word “stayed” here means: Established, focussed, 
totally immersed.

Psalm 1:1-3
Amplified Bible (AMP)
1 Blessed (happy, fortunate, prosperous, and enviable) is 
the man who walks and lives not in the counsel of the 



ungodly [following their advice, their plans and 
purposes], nor stands [submissive and inactive] in the 
path where sinners walk, nor sits down [to relax and 
rest] where the scornful [and the mockers] gather.
2 But his delight and desire are in the law of the Lord, 
and on His law (the precepts, the instructions, the 
teachings of God) he habitually meditates (ponders and 
studies) by day and by night.
3 And he shall be like a tree firmly planted [and tended] 
by the streams of water, ready to bring forth its fruit in 
its season; its leaf also shall not fade or wither; and 
everything he does shall prosper [and come to maturity].

Day and night is total immersion in God’s word.

Our principle today is:

Total transformation in our thinking comes from total 
immersion in God’s word.

By total immersion of ourselves in God’s Word we will 
flush out all fear of failure and become rooted in the truth 
of God’s intentions for us.

What are those intentions?
1) To be blessed.
2) To walk free of fear.
3) To be happy, healthy, holy.
4) To prosper in every part of our lives.

What is it going to take to break the back of failure in our 
lives and establish a new way of thinking?



Here are some pointers to get “A TOTAL IMMERSION 
PROGRAM” going in your life. This will shut the mockers 
up because they will see your success in this arena.

This applies to everything that we face today.
If we have a marriage issue.

A child issue.
Lack of health.
Mental issue.
Emotional issue.
Lack of finances.
whatever the problem.

1) Set a goal.
2) Get together with someone and pray.
3) Find the scriptural resources concerning that issue. 

(immerse, and take the limits off God). Genesis 18:14
Genesis 18:14
Amplified Bible (AMP)
14 Is anything too hard or too wonderful for the Lord? 
NO, NO, No, No!!!
Numbers 11:23
Amplified Bible (AMP)
23 The Lord said to Moses, Has the Lord’s hand (His 
ability and power) become short (thwarted and 
inadequate)? You shall see now whether My word shall 
come to pass for you or not.
Matthew 19:26
Amplified Bible (AMP)
26 But Jesus looked at them and said, With men this is 
impossible, but all things are possible with God.
YES, YES, Yes, Yes!!!



4) Find a scriptural resource of teaching that focusses on 
the subject you are believing God for.

5) Listen to it, feed on it, meditate on it, learn it, 
memorize it, DO IT.

What happens when you do this?

You stop people from mocking God, because they can see 
the results.

Your spirit will be strengthened.
Your faith will be fed.
Your mind will be renewed.
Your life will be completely transformed.


