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Introduction
Years ago, a desperate single mother faced the biggest 
challenge of her life. Her husband—a godly prophet—had 
recently died, leaving her to pay off a substantial debt. 
But she had no money.

In ancient Israel, there were no insurance policies. No 
government social programs to care for this widow and 
her two sons. And evidently no close relatives could or 
would help her.
Soon the creditor would arrive, and his plan for collecting 
his money was breaking the widow’s heart. 

Despite deep emotional pain and potentially paralyzing 
fear, she didn’t just sit at home and cry. Or run frantically 
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from neighbor to neighbor, trying to borrow enough 
money to pay off the debt. Or try to run away to escape 
the creditor. Or resort to drugs or alcohol to escape.

No, she did the only thing she knew to do—what came 
natural to her because of her deep faith in the God she 
and her husband had served. She cried out for help to 
God’s prophet, Elisha.

God not only heard her cries to Elisha, he was preparing 
to use Elisha to meet her desperate need. She just didn’t 
know it yet.

The film segment you are about to see, an adaptation of 
the true story found in 2 Kings 4:1-7, begins at this 
point.

Show Video

Key Message 
All of us experience painful circumstances—as a result of 
our actions, the actions of other people, or things beyond 
anyone’s control. We face such difficult issues as the 
death of a spouse or child or divorce, serious illness, 
financial pressures, loss of employment, secret 
addictions, deteriorating relationships, depression. 

People around us—[and some of us]—struggle to stay 
afloat. To keep homes. To reduce consumer credit card 
debt. To help family members in crisis. To pay a car 
repair bill, hospital bill, or college tuition. The list goes on 
and on. Everywhere, it seems, people are needy, and 
they respond to their situations differently. 



• Some live in denial—as if doing little or nothing will 
make the situation better. 
• Some grit their teeth and charge forward, confident 
that they can manage things on their own—just as they 
always have. Work harder. Get a second or third job. 
Trust in their own skills and abilities. 
• Some give up, thinking that nothing they do will make 
any positive difference. 
• Some try to improve things—but don’t seek wise 
counsel first. 
• Some humbly ask family, friends, and their 
communities of faith for help. 
• Some turn to Wall Street, believing that if they buy the 
right stocks or mutual funds, and sell at just the right 
time, money will pour in and things will be fine again. 
• Some buy lottery tickets in the hope of winning the 
ever elusive BIG ONE!

God is our ultimate Provider, and we need to place 
our faith in Him above all else. 

The widow recognized her obvious limitations, assessed 
her problems, and turned to the prophet of God—the one 
she knew would do far more than anyone else. 
God didn’t create us to live independently of Him. He 
created us to live in intimate and dependent relationship 
with Him—to obey Him, seek Him, learn from Him, ask 
Him for wisdom and help. 

God cares about our needs today, and tomorrow. But He 
is even more concerned about sharing an ongoing, 
deepening relationship with each of us. 



The Creator, sovereign God of the universe desires to be 
in close relationship with you and me! 

His ways are far beyond what we can think or imagine. 
Will we respond to Him in faith and trust? Will we 
passionately begin or deepen our personal relationship 
with Him—turning to Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, 
studying the Bible—God’s Word to us today, talking with 
God in prayer, seeking godly counsel? Asking God to 
teach us the lessons we need to learn about trusting and 
obeying Him? 

When we do, He will provide for our deepest needs—in 
His timing, according to His perfect will. Just as He 
provided for the widow and her sons. 

Psalm 55:22
Amplified Bible (AMP)
22 Cast your burden on the Lord [releasing the weight of 
it] and He will sustain you; He will never allow the 
[consistently] righteous to be moved (made to slip, fall, 
or fail).

1 Peter 5:7
Amplified Bible (AMP)
7 Casting the whole of your care [all your anxieties, all 
your worries, all your concerns, once and for all] on Him, 
for He cares for you affectionately and cares about you 
watchfully.

Related Story from the Bible 

Luke 12:22-31



Amplified Bible (AMP)
22 And [Jesus] said to His disciples, Therefore I tell you, 
do not be anxious and troubled [with cares] about your 
life, as to what you will [have to] eat; or about your 
body, as to what you will [have to] wear.
23 For life is more than food, and the body [more] than 
clothes.
24 Observe and consider the ravens; for they neither sow 
nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn; and 
[yet] God feeds them. Of how much more worth are you 
than the birds!
25 And which of you by being overly anxious and troubled 
with cares can add a [a]cubit to his stature or a moment 
[unit] of time to his [b]age [the length of his life]?
26 If then you are not able to do such a little thing as 
that, why are you anxious and troubled with cares about 
the rest?
27 Consider the lilies, how they grow. They neither 
[wearily] toil nor spin nor [c]weave; yet I tell you, even 
Solomon in all his glory (his splendor and magnificence) 
was not arrayed like one of these.
28 But if God so clothes the grass in the field, which is 
alive today, and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, 
how much more will He clothe you, O you [people] of 
little faith?
29 And you, do not seek [by meditating and reasoning to 
inquire into] what you are to eat and what you are to 
drink; nor be of anxious (troubled) mind [[d]unsettled, 
excited, worried, and [e]in suspense];
30 For all the pagan world is [greedily] seeking these 
things, and your Father knows that you need them.
31 Only aim at and strive for and seek His kingdom, and 
all these things shall be supplied to you also.



God always responds when we cry out to Him for help. 
He has a special place in His heart for needy, suffering 
people. 

The infinite, all-knowing, loving God who gave us His 
Word—the Bible—always hears the passionate cries of His 
people. 

No matter what our needs may be, God cares deeply 
about us. Scripture reveals, again and again, that He has 
a special place in His heart: 
• for those who are alone and hurting 
• for widows and orphans 
• for people who have been displaced 
• for victims of injustice and abuse . . . . 
• for people trapped in sinful thoughts and actions 
• for people whose world seems to be spinning out of 
control 

Does God sometimes allow things to get really bad for 
people? Yes. The Bible is full of stories of people who 
were pushed to their absolute physical and spiritual 
limits. But God always has a purpose for allowing such 
situations—a lesson to be learned, a heart issue to be 
resolved, an addiction to be addressed, a rekindling of a 
person’s desire to seek Him and experience Him, an 
opportunity to be a witness to someone who is watching 
to see what God and faith are all about. 

Sometimes we learn much more during difficult times 
than we do during the easy times, right? 



The widow was tested—and responded well. Certainly she 
never forgot about God’s faithfulness. Just watching her 
sons grow up served as a great reminder. 

Psalm 50:15
Amplified Bible (AMP)
15 And call on Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, 
and you shall honor and glorify Me.

Psalm 66:16
Amplified Bible (AMP)
16 Come and hear, all you who reverently and 
worshipfully fear God, and I will declare what He has 
done for me!

Psalm 34:15
Amplified Bible (AMP)
15 The eyes of the Lord are toward the 
[uncompromisingly] righteous and His ears are open to 
their cry.

17 When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears, and 
delivers them out of all their distress and troubles.
18 The Lord is close to those who are of a broken heart 
and saves such as are crushed with sorrow for sin and 
are humbly and thoroughly penitent.
19 Many evils confront the [consistently] righteous, but 
the Lord delivers him out of them all.

Psalm 28:6-7
Amplified Bible (AMP)
6 Blessed be the Lord, because He has heard the voice of 
my supplications.



7 The Lord is my Strength and my [impenetrable] Shield; 
my heart trusts in, relies on, and confidently leans on 
Him, and I am helped; therefore my heart greatly 
rejoices, and with my song will I praise Him.

What do you have?

• Maybe you have a gift of “helps”—and people around 
you could use your help. 

• Maybe you are a great organizer and can help people 
set up systems. 

• Maybe you are an encourager—and can guide people in 
setting up small businesses. 

• Maybe you have great writing talent . . . but have never 
used it.

• Once you start doing this while asking God for wisdom, 
get ready to be surprised at what you discover! 

Pastoral Challenge
• In which area do you (or someone you love) especially 
need God’s help right now? Are you crying out to Him for 
help?—and seeking His guidance concerning who you 
might contact and which resource—even if it is small—He 
may choose to use? 
• Perhaps you do not have a deep need right now, and 
God is guiding you to reach out to someone who does—a 
neighbor, a coworker, a friend, a relative. Will you 
respond . . . soon? Will you be at least as helpful as the 
widow’s neighbors were to her?

• Joni Eareckson Tada (An accident left her a 
quadriplegic. Despairing of life, she 



cried out to God. By His grace, and using what "little" 
she had, today she is an internationally known mouth 
artist, a talented vocalist, a radio host, an author of 
many books and an advocate for disabled persons 
around the world.


