
Being A Disciple of Christ

Individual Message

November 28th 2012

By Dr. Mark Aitkenhead

“Scripture quotations taken from the Amplified Bible." 
www.Lockman.orgBeing a disciple of Jesus

Part 1

1.    What is a disciple?

A disciple is one who follows another as a pupil in 
order to learn.  He diligently applies himself to such 
training.

John 10:27 (NASB) "My sheep hear My voice, and I 
know them, and they follow Me."
Matt 4:19-20 (NASB) "And He (Jesus) said to them 
(Peter and Andrew), 'Follow Me, and I will make you 
fishers of men'  And they immediately left the nets, and 
followed Him."
Luke 9:23 (NASB) "And He was saying to them all, 'If 
anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.'"
Mark 10:28 (NASB) "Peter began to say to Him, 
'Behold, we have left everything and followed You.'"
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John 21:21-22 (NASB) "Peter therefore seeing him 
(John) said to Jesus, 'Lord, and what about this man?'
22 Jesus said to him, 'If I want him to remain until I 
come, what is that to you? You follow Me!'"

2.    How can you tell if a person is a true disciple?

Jesus said the gate is small, the way is narrow that leads 
to life.  The narrow road that leads to life is to bear fruit for 
God.   Jesus said, "You will know them by their fruits."  
Every fruitless tree is cut down and thrown into the fire.

Matt 7:13-23 (NASB) "'Enter by the narrow gate; for the 
gate is wide, and the way is broad that leads to 
destruction, and many are those who enter by it.
14 For the gate is small, and the way is narrow that 
leads to life, and few are those who find it.
15 Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in 
sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.
16 You will know them by their fruits, Grapes are not 
gathered from thorn bushes, nor figs from thistles, are 
they?
17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit; but the 
bad tree bears bad fruit.
18 A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad 
tree produce good fruit.
19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire.
20 So then, you will know them by their fruits.



21 Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter 
the kingdom of heaven; but he who DOES THE WILL 
of My Father who is in heaven.
22 Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we 
not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out 
demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'
23 And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; 
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.''"

You don't just gain automatic entrance into the kingdom of 
heaven because you have confessed Jesus as your Lord, 
but because you are DOING THE WILL OF GOD (i.e. 
bearing fruit for God).  You don't just get into heaven 
because you are born again and cast out a demon here 
and prophesy there.  

Matthew 7:22-24   Lord Lord did we not prophecy in your 
name?

Some are doing these things but practice lawlessness 
(the hidden principle of rebellion against constituted 
authority).  They are not in submission to the authority of 
the local church and Jesus said to them, "I never knew 
you; DEPART FROM ME."

1 Pet 4:17-18 (NASB) "For it is time for judgement to 
begin with the household of God; and if it begins with 
us first, what will be the outcome of those who do not 
obey the gospel of God? 



18 And if it is with difficulty that the righteous are 
saved, what will become of the godless man and the 
sinner?"

Every fruit-bearing branch is pruned (disciplined) that it 
may bear more fruit.  However He takes away every 
fruitless branch and casts it into the fire.

John 15:1-2,4-6 (NASB) "I am the true vine, and My 
Father is the vinedresser.
2 Every branch IN ME that does not bear fruit, He takes 
away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes 
(disciplines) it, that it may bear more fruit.
4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, so neither can 
you, unless you abide in Me 

(through prayer, bible meditation and obedience).

5 I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides 
in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from 
Me you can do nothing.
6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as 
a branch, and dries up; and they gather them, and cast 
them into the fire, and they are burned."

This is why the bible says in Phil 2:12b that we must 
"work out our own salvation with fear and trembling."


