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Talk about the last weeks.

Once a church had fallen upon hard times. Only five 
members were left: the pastor and four others. In the 
mountains near the church there lived a retired bishop. It 
occurred to the pastor to ask the bishop if he could offer 
any advice that might save the church. The pastor and 
the bishop spoke at length, but, when asked for advice, 
the bishop simply responded by saying, “I have no advice 
to give. The only thing I can tell you is that the Messiah 
is one of you."

The pastor, returning to the church, told the church 
members what the bishop had said. In the months that 
followed, the church members pondered the words of the 
bishop. "Is the Messiah one of us?" they each asked 
themselves. As they thought about this possibility they all 
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began to treat each other with extraordinary respect on 
the off-chance that one among them might really be the 
Messiah. And, on the remote chance that each member 
himself might be the Messiah, they also began to treat 
themselves with extraordinary care.

As time went by, people visiting the church noticed the 
aura of respect and gentle kindness that surrounded the 
five members of the small church. Hardly knowing why 
more people began to come back to the church. They 
began to bring their friends, and their friends brought 
more friends. Within a few years the small church had 
once again become a thriving church, thanks to the 
bishop's gift.

Romans 12-13
Amplified Bible (AMP)
 1 I APPEAL to you therefore, brethren, and beg of you in 
view of [all] the mercies of God, to make a decisive 
dedication of your bodies [presenting all your members 
and faculties] as a living sacrifice, holy (devoted, 
consecrated) and well pleasing to God, which is your 
reasonable (rational, intelligent) service and spiritual 
worship.
    2 Do not be conformed to this world (this age), 
[fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial 
customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] 
renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new 
attitude], so that you may prove [for yourselves] what is 
the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, even the 
thing which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His 
sight for you].



    3 For by the grace (unmerited favor of God) given to 
me I warn everyone among you not to estimate and think 
of himself more highly than he ought [not to have an 
exaggerated opinion of his own importance], but to rate 
his ability with sober judgment, each according to the 
degree of faith apportioned by God to him.
    4 For as in one physical body we have many parts 
(organs, members) and all of these parts do not have the 
same function or use,
    5 So we, numerous as we are, are one body in Christ 
(the Messiah) and individually we are parts one of 
another [mutually dependent on one another].
    6 Having gifts (faculties, talents, qualities) that differ 
according to the grace given us, let us use them: [He 
whose gift is] prophecy, [let him prophesy] according to 
the proportion of his faith;
    7 [He whose gift is] practical service, let him give 
himself to serving; he who teaches, to his teaching;
    8 He who exhorts (encourages), to his exhortation; he 
who contributes, let him do it in simplicity and liberality; 
he who gives aid and superintends, with zeal and 
singleness of mind; he who does acts of mercy, with 
genuine cheerfulness and joyful eagerness.
    9 [Let your] love be sincere (a real thing); hate what is 
evil [loathe all ungodliness, turn in horror from 
wickedness], but hold fast to that which is good.
    10 Love one another with brotherly affection [as 
members of one family], giving precedence and showing 
honor to one another.
    11 Never lag in zeal and in earnest endeavor; be aglow 
and burning with the Spirit, serving the Lord.
    12 Rejoice and exult in hope; be steadfast and patient 
in suffering and tribulation; be constant in prayer.



    13 Contribute to the needs of God's people [sharing in 
the necessities of the saints]; pursue the practice of 
hospitality.
    14 Bless those who persecute you [who are cruel in 
their attitude toward you]; bless and do not curse them.
    15 Rejoice with those who rejoice [sharing others' joy], 
and weep with those who weep [sharing others' grief].
    16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be 
haughty (snobbish, high-minded, exclusive), but readily 
adjust yourself to [people, things] and give yourselves to 
humble tasks. Never overestimate yourself or be wise in 
your own conceits.
    17 Repay no one evil for evil, but take thought for what 
is honest and proper and noble [aiming to be above 
reproach] in the sight of everyone.
    18 If possible, as far as it depends on you, live at 
peace with everyone.
    19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave the 
way open for [God's] wrath; for it is written, Vengeance 
is Mine, I will repay (requite), says the Lord.
    20 But if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is 
thirsty, give him drink; for by so doing you will heap 
burning coals upon his head.
    21 Do not let yourself be overcome by evil, but 
overcome (master) evil with good.
   
Romans 13

 1 LET EVERY person be loyally subject to the governing 
(civil) authorities. For there is no authority except from 
God [by His permission, His sanction], and those that 
exist do so by God's appointment.
    2 Therefore he who resists and sets himself up against 
the authorities resists what God has appointed and 



arranged [in divine order]. And those who resist will bring 
down judgment upon themselves [receiving the penalty 
due them].
    3 For civil authorities are not a terror to [people of] 
good conduct, but to [those of] bad behavior. Would you 
have no dread of him who is in authority? Then do what 
is right and you will receive his approval and 
commendation.
    4 For he is God's servant for your good. But if you do 
wrong, [you should dread him and] be afraid, for he does 
not bear and wear the sword for nothing. He is God's 
servant to execute His wrath (punishment, vengeance) 
on the wrongdoer.
    5 Therefore one must be subject, not only to avoid 
God's wrath and escape punishment, but also as a matter 
of principle and for the sake of conscience.
    6 For this same reason you pay taxes, for [the civil 
authorities] are official servants under God, devoting 
themselves to attending to this very service.
    7 Render to all men their dues. [Pay] taxes to whom 
taxes are due, revenue to whom revenue is due, respect 
to whom respect is due, and honor to whom honor is 
due.
    8 Keep out of debt and owe no man anything, except 
to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor [who 
practices loving others] has fulfilled the Law [relating to 
one's fellowmen, meeting all its requirements].
    9 The commandments, You shall not commit adultery, 
You shall not kill, You shall not steal, You shall not covet 
(have an evil desire), and any other commandment, are 
summed up in the single command, You shall love your 
neighbor as [you do] yourself.



    10 Love does no wrong to one's neighbor [it never 
hurts anybody]. Therefore love meets all the 
requirements and is the fulfilling of the Law.
    11 Besides this you know what [a critical] hour this is, 
how it is high time now for you to wake up out of your 
sleep (rouse to reality). For salvation (final deliverance) is 
nearer to us now than when we first believed (adhered 
to, trusted in, and relied on Christ, the Messiah).
    12 The night is far gone and the day is almost here. Let 
us then drop (fling away) the works and deeds of 
darkness and put on the [full] armor of light.
    13 Let us live and conduct ourselves honorably and 
becomingly as in the [open light of] day, not in reveling 
(carousing) and drunkenness, not in immorality and 
debauchery (sensuality and licentiousness), not in 
quarreling and jealousy.
    14 But clothe yourself with the Lord Jesus Christ (the 
Messiah), and make no provision for [indulging] the flesh 
[put a stop to thinking about the evil cravings of your 
physical nature] to [gratify its] desires (lusts).
   

Matthew 23:11
Amplified Bible (AMP)
11 He who is greatest among you shall be your servant.

Matthew 20:26
Amplified Bible (AMP)
26 Not so shall it be among you; but whoever wishes to 
be great among you must be your servant,

Mark 10:43
Amplified Bible (AMP)



43 But this is not to be so among you; instead, whoever 
desires to be great among you must be your servant,
    44 And whoever wishes to be most important and first 
in rank among you must be slave of all.

    45 For even the Son of Man came not to have service 
rendered to Him, but to serve, and to give His life as a 
ransom for (instead of) many.

Romans 6:19
Amplified Bible (AMP)
19I am speaking in familiar human terms because of your 
natural limitations. For as you yielded your bodily 
members [and faculties] as servants to impurity and ever 
increasing lawlessness, so now yield your bodily 
members [and faculties] once for all as servants to 
righteousness (right being and doing) [which leads] to 
sanctification.

1 Peter 2:16
Amplified Bible (AMP)
16[Live] as free people, [yet] without employing your 
freedom as a pretext for wickedness; but [live at all 
times] as servants of God.

John 13:14
Amplified Bible (AMP)
14If I then, your Lord and Teacher (Master), have washed 
your feet, you ought [it is your duty, you are under 
obligation, you owe it] to wash one another's feet.


